
                                                                 CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                           Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

November 12, 2018 @ 7:00 P.M. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at 

the Castle Rock Town Hall on Monday, November 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Sandy Weber, Chair; 

Jon Juenke, Vice-Chair; Jeff Partington, Kelly Elvestad and Dave Nicolai, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, Clerk 

and Rhonda Rademacher, Treasurer.  Also in attendance were Drea Doffing, Keith Radloff, Andrew Dahlen, 

Pete Schaffer, Lani Leichty, Alex Conzemius, Mark Henry, and Corey Unterschuetz.  

Chair Sandy Weber called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Sandy Weber requested that the date listed on the agenda be corrected. 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the amended agenda.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE 

A Dakota County Deputy Smidt was present and reported that there haven't been any incidents to report in 

the township.  There were no comments from anyone present. 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

1. October 9, 2018 Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. Annual Liquor License Renewal for Castle Rock Bar & Grill 

3. Bingo Application for Ducks Unlimited to be held at Castle Rock Bar & Grill Jan 31, 2019 

4. Renewal of JPA with Dakota County Sheriff 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the items on the Consent 

Agenda.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

LKQ DISCUSSION 

Keith Radloff, on-site manager at LKQ; Alex Conzemius, Planner and Lani Leichty, Engineer from Bolton 

& Menk representing Castle Rock Township’s interest; were present at this meeting.  There are several 

concerns with the expansion project that were discussed. 

One concern is the percentage of impervious surface at the property.  Mr. Radloff indicated that Class 5 

millings, not gravel, are being placed in the expansion area.  In the 38-acre expansion area, approximately 8 

acres are being left as-is and the remaining area is being used for vehicle storage.  This will be looked at 

more when site inspections are made. 

Concerns were brought up about the existing northeast holding pond, which appears to be partially filled in 

or silted in.  Mr. Radloff indicated that the holding pond has been on a 5-year clean-out plan, and this is Year 

3, so their intention was to stay on the existing schedule for cleaning it out.  He also commented that if they 

change the existing surface in that area to Class 5 millings instead of sand, it will reduce some of the silt 

going into that pond in the future.  Regarding the new holding ponds in the expansion area, Mr. Radloff 

indicated that the crown has been established with the last two weeks to direct water flow to the new holding 

pond on the east side of the property.  There is also a new pond on the south edge of the property.  The other 

ponds on the property will be cleaned up and kept on a regular maintenance schedule.  Mr. Radloff also 

indicated that the farm to the east of their business has removed a tree line, and that has caused additional 

run-off which is going onto the LKQ property, so he questioned if the township is going to follow up with 

that property owner about compounding the drainage problems. 

Alex Conzemious, town planner, spoke about the Ordinance requirements and that the township has not 

received responses from LKQ’s engineer verifying that all MPCA requirements are being met.  He also has 

concerns about the percentage of impervious surface, which is well beyond the limits defined in the 

Ordinance.   



After further discussion it was decided that Bolton & Menk will make an onsite inspection within the next 

week.  They will also follow up to determine if there are MPCA requirements for all drainage ponds on the 

property to have liners.  Jeff Partington agreed to be the Board representative at these inspections at the 

property. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded that Bolton & Menk will make a site 

inspection ASAP and follow up on items as they arise, and Jeff Partington will represent the Board at 

these inspections to give further direction to Bolton & Menk, and will keep the Clerk informed.  5 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

On October 22, 2018 a Public Hearing was held at 6:30 pm to review a request for an Ordinance Amendment 

for Zoning Ordinance 2013-01 and Ordinance Amendment 2015-B, modifying language affecting solar 

electric systems.  Brief explanation of the future project was given as a background for this request.  Changes 

requested are recommended as indicated in the minutes, with the exception of Item Q, which the township 

attorney and legal representative for the solar firm will review further prior to the Board of Supervisors 

meeting.  Planning Commission recommends adopting the recommended changes, with the Board reviewing 

the final item once we have the attorney recommendation. 

The monthly Planning Commission meeting followed, and the following items were reviewed: 

• Ag-zoned Building Permit Application, 60’ x 120’ ag bldg., Craig Braun, 2950 232nd St 

• Updated Ag-zoned Building Permit Application 

Both items were reviewed and recommended to the Board of Supervisors for approval. 

Review of updated aerial maps provided by Dakota County to determine building eligibility under the 

current Zoning Ordinance was started.  This project will be ongoing over the next few months.  The map 

for the southeast quarter of the township was reviewed by quarter-quarter section.  A new table is being 

created which will indicate how many remaining buildables are available per quarter-quarter section.  

During this initial review, it became apparent that we need to create a better checklist to follow for this 

review.  It was decided that we need to have further discussion with the Board of Supervisors and 

possibly refer this project to the Town Planner. 

REVIEW / APPROVE  

• Ag-zoned Building Permit Application, 60’ x 120’ ag bldg., Craig Braun, 2950 232nd St 

Further review has been done regarding the location indicated for the new building, and it is definitely in the 

floodplain.  Clerk is to contact Brian Watson at Soil & Water Conservation to verify any wetland involvement 

and the appropriate person at Dakota County to verify shoreland/floodplain status.  Permit is tabled until this 

information is verified. 

• Proposed new form for Agricultural Zoning Building Permit Application 

The form includes recommendations from VRWO to conform to land disturbance/soil erosion requirements, 

as well as a place for the applicant to sign off that they have read the form listing the State Statutes regarding 

Ag Building requirements.  We will also be requesting additional information than has been required in the 

past in order to comply with the recommendations from the County and the watershed organizations. 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to adopt the new form.  5 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

• Ordinance 2018-A An Ordinance Amending the Castle Rock Township Zoning Ordinance Regarding 

Solar Electric Systems 

It was noted that this version contains language that was updated and recommended by the Township 

Attorney and accepted by the solar company, per the recommendation of the Planning Commission at the 

recent Public Hearing. 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to adopt Ordinance Amendment 2018-A.  4 

ayes, 1 abstain by Dave Nicolai.  Motion carried. 

• Resolution 2018-14 Resolution Approving Summary Language for Publication of an Ordinance 

Amending the Castle Rock Zoning Ordinance Regarding Solar Electric Systems 

John Juenke made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to adopt Resolution 2018-14 approving 

Summary Language for publication.  4 ayes, 1 abstain by Dave Nicolai.  Motion carried. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Update on Rocky Hills Park pollinator planting project - Kelly Elvestad asked Clerk Barbara Lang to 

provide updates, as Mr. Henry was not present at this time.  The seed has been purchased and delivered, 

the park grounds have been sprayed.  As the weather has changed, it is likely that the planting won’t 

happen until spring. 

• North Cannon River Water Organization will hold their next meeting at Castle Rock Town Hall on 

Wednesday, Nov 14 at 7 pm.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Updated Braun Wetland Bank Application 

Pete Schaffer was present and expressed that he still has concerns about the land use changing from ag to 

flood plain.  He wants assurance that his property will not flood as a result of the new wetland that is being 

created.  There was discussion about extending decision date on the application.  Clerk was instructed to 

contact Brian Watson and Soil & Water about making an extension for the decision date.  There was also 

discussion of the feasibility of having township engineer from Bolton & Menk made further engineering 

review.  There was also discussion on the possibility of requiring a bond to be being posted to cover damage 

to surrounding property if it ever floods in the future. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to extend the decision date to January 14, 

2019.  5 ayes.  Motion carried. 

• Waste Tire Collection event was on Saturday, October 20.  Metropolitan Mosquito Control provided 

volunteers and a flatbed truck that was used for hauling passenger and light truck tires.  They hauled 158 

tires, which weighed a total of 4,040 lbs – just over 2 tons. That agency covered the cost of what they hauled.  

Volunteers from the township were Mark Henry, Rich Stevens, Jeff Partington, Joel Barsness and Zach 

Rademacher.  The remaining tires collected included farm tires and vehicle tires.  Total collected was 1.07 

tons of ag tires and 4.45 tons of vehicle tires.  The township has submitted an invoice to the Rural Solid 

Waste Commission to be reimbursed for $1,712.45, which includes the cost for the hauler and for the tire 

recycling location. 

• Discussion regarding Moratorium on Building Rights Transfers 

E-mail dated October 15 from township attorney Troy Gilchrist was reviewed and discussed.  Interim 

Ordinance 2018-02 An Interim Ordinance Authorizing a Study and Imposing a Moratorium on Building 

Rights Transfers was reviewed. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to adopt Interim Ordinance 2018-02.  4 

ayes, 1 nay – Kelly Elvestad.  Motion carried. 

Resolution 2018-15 Resolution Approving Summary Language for Publication of an Ordinance Authorizing 

a Study and Imposing a Moratorium on Building Rights Transfers was reviewed. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to adopt Resolution 2018-15 for Summary 

Publication of Ordinance above.  4 ayes, 1 nay – Kelly Elvestad.  Motion carried. 

There was also follow-up discussion regarding the review of township maps to determine remaining 

buildables in the township.  Clerk Barbara Lang explained that Greenvale Township had applied for and 

obtained a grant from Dakota County to cover the cost of a similar project which had their town planner 

make the review.  Clerk was instructed to get more information about applying for a similar grant. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Discussion of permit fees for Mark and Drea Doffing 

Mark from Inspectron was present.  After reviewing all the permit paperwork, they propose to recalculate 

the square footage of the permit for adding the cold storage area to 1,008 square feet.  His office will 

notify the township with the adjusted amount later this week.  This was acceptable to Mrs. Doffing, who 

was also present. 

• Application for SWCD to determine wetland boundaries for the County Rd 78 project.  Comments are 

due by 11/23.  Township does not need to take action, and have no comments to submit. 

• Preliminary drawings of concept design for Al Maghfira Cemetery 

Clerk Barbara Lang gave an overview of the concept drawings that have been received from the 

landscape firm hired by the Al Maghfira.group.  Because this is such a large parcel and is within the 

boundaries of the Vermillion River Watershed, she recommended that the Board of Supervisors should 

consider looking into asking Dakota County to oversee the land disturbance permitting for this project.  



There was some discussion about the project.  Clerk was instructed to have the township attorney review 

the information we have received so far for his comments.  Chair Weber will contact Commissioner 

Slavik to inquire about the procedure for asking the County Environmental Resources Department to 

assist with the land disturbance permitting. 

ROAD REPORT 

• Update on County Rd 86 project – Road re-opened officially on Monday, November 5. 

• Weather permitting, ditch cleanout along Alverno Ave will be worked on in the next few weeks. 

• Open Public Meetings will be held for two County Road projects scheduled for next year: 

County Rd 86, west of Hwy 3 - Nov 14 from 4:30 to 6 pm at the Prairie Creek School in Castle Rock 

County Rd 78 – Dec 17 from 4:30 to 6:30 pm at the Castle Rock Town Hall 

• Biosolids application update – Weather has caused some delays.  Met Council is trying to get this 

wrapped up for this season.  Product has been delivered to Mr. Berg’s fields, but they are having 

problems communicating with him so there is a good chance he will be dropped from their program 

going forward.  There are several other local farms that have been approved to participate, so they have 

more options for future biosolid applications. 

• Mr. Henry indicated that a small scour hole has reappeared near the Audrey Avenue bridge.  He has 

taken care of it for now, but will be keeping an eye on it. 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
Receipts  $    15,730.49  

Current Investments $  808,417.79 

Kelly Elvestad made a motion and Jon Juenke seconded to approve the Treasurer Report.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $    1,560.99   Claim # 9365 - 9366 

Claims: $107,781.69  Claim # 9367 – 9398 

Total:   $109,342.68 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to approve the Payroll and Claims.  5 ayes.  

Motion carried. 

CLERKS REPORT 

• Great voter turnout at the State General election on Tuesday, November 6 – approx. 75 %.  Also want to 

note that quite a few of our residents took advantage of either absentee balloting or voting early.  It was a 

busy day – appreciation is extended to our Election Judges for a job well done. 

• Dakota County has informed the township that beginning in 2019, they will be charging a $50 fee for 

parcel splits and parcel combinations.  This will be in addition to the normal recording fees. 

• Please let Clerk know if you have any further updates that should be posted on the website.   

ADJOURN 

Jon Juenke made a motion and Kelly Elvestad seconded to adjourn.  5 ayes.  Motion carried.   

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Lang, Clerk 

Attest:  Sandy Weber, Chair, Board of Supervisors 


